To the Editor,
We read with interest the recent report of Indranil Chakrabarti on platelet satellitism around polymorphonuclear leucocytes [1] . Even though it is a rare event as noted by the author, over thirty cases of neutrophilic platelet satellitism have been reported in the literature. By contrast, platelet satellitism around lymphocytes has rarely been mentioned in the literature. Therefore, we would like to take this opportunity to report our recent finding of lymphocytic platelet satellitism.
A 76-year-old Hispanic man was evaluated for mild relative monocytosis without any other hematologic abnormalities. Examination of the peripheral blood smear revealed platelets rosetting lymphocytes with some platelets seemingly within the cytoplasm of lymphocytes (emperipolesis, which refers to the presence of an intact cell within the cytoplasm of another cell) (Fig. 1) . Neither platelet aggregates nor satellitism around neutrophils was seen (inset). Smears prepared from the finger-prick blood sample did not show platelet satellitism. His white blood cell count was 8.8 9 10 9 /L, hemoglobin 13.6 g/dL, and platelet count 150 9 10 9 /L. Because the finger-prick smear demonstrated clearance of platelet satellitism, we assumed that the phenomenon was solely related to the anticoagulant ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid (EDTA). Platelet count in heparin or sodium citrate container or antiplatelet antibodies were not performed.
There have been previous reports of platelet satellitism around neoplastic lymphoid cells and large granular lymphocytes [2] [3] [4] . In our patient, small to medium-sized normal lymphocytes were involved in both platelet satellitism and possible emperipolesis. The underlying mechanism is likely related to EDTA, antiplatelet antibodies, and activation of platelets rich in thrombospondin or some other cytoadhesive platelet a-granule proteins.
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